FIRST SOVIET EXPERIMENT

over the Soviet government, and I expect them to behave with more
circumspection for some time to come." 23

Thus in the summer of 1923 it seemed that, with British interven-
tion in Russia a matter of the past and with Soviet renunciation a
hostile propaganda just announced, the foundations had been laid
for a more durable peace in the Middle East. Yet the peace was only
superficial. The causes of Anglo-Soviet hostility had not been re-
moved and could not be as long as Great Britain was an empire-
owning country and Soviet leaders believed in Marxism. Soviet
ideological expansionism and the spirit of proselytism could not be
suppressed by a diplomatic pledge given to solve an immediate dif-
ficulty. Several factors came into play that caused the period between
1923 and 1941 in the Middle East, and in Iran in particular, to be an
armed truce rather than genuine peace.

23 Quoted in Fischer, op. cit., I, 448.
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